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Collateral Descendant of Maid of Or-

lecans Produces
Disprove the

Martyr Was llliterate

"3 rorary  aensalion of the present
moment i joreign circles ia the atory by
the Comtesse d'Oilliamaon of the discovery
i the library of the Comte de Maleyanie
of « veral autograph lettera of Joan of .Are,

the mariyr maid of Orlecans. For ecenturiea
¢ has heen the universal belief that the girl
anldier meditval France covld neither
pead nor The Comtenne d'Nilliamson
woma to have made it very clear that this
not the truth. The publication of the
article by THE BUNDAY Sun
ahawld intercal not only litteretevra but all

wrile

waa
Camicane’s

Documents to
Charge That

The letter, {written on March 22, was
only sent on from Blois one month
later when, Joan's mission baing at last
acknowledged, she was entitled to see
that it should be delivered to the Eng-
lish, It is Cousinot, author of the
‘Pucelle’s Chronicle,” who has given us
these details "

“All this seems to prove that Joan did
not know how to write and not even how
to sign her name." [ interrupted.

“I am quite of your opinion so far,”
replied the Count; “neither could she

1 =hall take good care to keep the King's
army ready by the end of the fortnight
if they do no: make peace.  For this reason,
my dear and perfect friends, | insist upon
you not worrying as long as [ live, but
I request vou to make good watch and
keep the King's good city; and let me
know if there are any traitors who wish
to vex you and 1 shall deliver you from
them, and let me hear from you. [ com-
mend vou to God's keeping. Written
on this Friday, the fifth day of August
near a lodgs out in the country on the
Paria road.”

“But the letter is not signed,” [ ex-
claimed. much disappointed.

“No, it i« not signed,” replied the Count,
“yet a8 you will see it is in the same hand-
writing as this other one,” and he pointed

conditione et non alias hoo fecit legendo
post aliam |alium?] quamdam parvam
schedulam,' according to the Latin text.
She signed with a smile on her lips. The
Bishop of Noyon, Jean de Mailly, de-
clares that the whole scens was a farce -
‘Quod non erat nisi truffa,’ says the Latin
text, agreeing with the English teati-
mony. So strongly was this felt to be the
case that an English doctor who wit-
nessed the facts began to abuse Bishop
Cauchon.

“When on May 28 Cauchon reminded
her that she had promised not to wear
men's clothes under the pretext that she
had signed the ‘cedule’she said, ‘I never
meant to swear not to wear them again.’'

“Does not thia prove that she did not
consider herself bound on account of a
cross traced at the bottom of the pre-|out to me another letter which he care-
tended retractation?” fully unfolded, and there I saw, traced

It was evident that the Count had |in full witha firm hand, Joan's signature.
studied every detail of the action brought | &
against Joan, and 1 felt inclined to e oM~
adopt his view and to agree that it
would be a lack of common sense not to
admit that Joan knew at least how to sign
her name.  Yet | had not seen the letters,
those letters which I had come from Eng-
land in order to see. Did my host guess
my wish? Possibly, for he uuddmlyl

L}

« This letter was dated from Sully, March
16, 1430, L

“Dear and beloved friends,” it said,
“whom I wish 8o much to see, I, Joan the
Pucelle, have received your letters, men-
tioning your fear of being besieged. I
wish to assure you that this will not take
place if I can soon meet the ene-
mies. And if it 8o happens that [ do no.
meet them and that they turn aganinst
you, close the town doors, 1 shall soon
“My dear and good friends, ye good|he with you, and if they are there I shall

opened the drawer of the table and with
the greates! reverence apread before my
eyes three letters.

The firat, addressed to the citizens of
Reims and written on Friday. August 5,
1420, near a lodge out n the country on
the Paris road, ran thus

and loyval Frenchmen: Citizens of lh-‘”.,.,.n maka them clap on their spurs
city of Reims, Joan the Pucelle gives you | |chausser leurs éperons] in such haste
| her news and requests you to have no|that they will not know how to seize them
doubts over the good auarrel which she quick enough, this will happen very
rustains for the royal blood, and I prom- | quickly indeed. 1 do not write anything
ise to you and assure you that 1 shall not | myore at present, 1 only wish you to be
fail you as long as 1 live. It is true that | good and loyal. May God guard vou
the King has made a ‘truce of fifteen “Written from Sully. March 16

days with the Duke of Burgundy, the ' «[would giveother newsthat would give
:mndilion being that the Duke shall sur- | you much joy, but 1 fear that my letters
{ render the city of Paris to him at the end | ghould be stolen on the way and that the

31, 1912,

OUND THAT JOAN OF ARC COUL

“1 found with the letters,” added the
Count, “an insignificant sheet of paper,
or at least it had always heen thought
so, and when I read it [ discovered that
it wae in reality a document of the highest
importance. It was dated 1630 and
written by Fabri de Peirese, counsellor
at the Parlement of Aix (who was a great
collector), to Charles du Lys. Attheend,
after speaking of the tapestry and the
medal which had belonged to Joan, he
adda this postscript:

“‘You must give me a copy of the
Pucelle’s letters if you do not wish me to
come and fetch them myself.’

“In 15256 an inventory slates that these
letters were at Reims. What had hap-
pened in the spuce of these five years?

“This Charles du Lye, Attorney-General
at tha Parlement and ‘Avocat-General
A la cour des Aydes de Paris,' wae passion-
ately interested in everything that con-
cerned his great-aunt Joan, He muan-
aged to collect a few of her relics, very
few indeed, tor alas! most of the things
that had belonged to  her had been
burped, and even the ashes of the [uneral
wood pile had been thrown into the Seine
from the bridge of Rouen, as well as the
heart of the heroine. It was owing to
his high position that Charles du Lys
obtained from the archives of Reims
these three precious letters.”

Still wishing to clear my mind of the
slightest doubt I said: “'Pray tell me now
how these letters came into your pos-
gesshon””

“Let me first show you the third letter
and T will afterward satisfy your curi-
osity.” N

The third letter, alsosigned “Jehanne,*
ran thus:

“To my very dear and
[elergymen, Aldermen, burgesses and
inhabitunts and Masters of the good
town of Reims): Dear and good friends,
may 1 ket you know that I have received
your letters in which you tell me that the
King has been informed that many sad
things have taken plare in the city of

good friends

lnf that time. And vet do not be sur- | pews would be known to others.”

Reims. It ise that he ha trus been told

®,
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Letters Now

that it i8 false, he is very satisfied with
you, And he has declared that you are
in favor with him and if you have to
fight and are besieged he will come to
succor you; he knows that you have much
to #uffer from the bad behavior of your

he will release you speedily if it be God's
will. 1 therefore request you, my very
dear frionds, to keep good guard over the

shall ghortly hear from me again. 1
ghall not say any more except that the
whole of Brittany is French and that the

good city for the sake of the King. You |

Strongly Denied That Girl Soidier’s
Hand Was Held When She Signed

Made Public

for First Time

captain in the French Guards. Anne had
piously preserved in her manor of Mons
in Poltou the souvenirs of hor aunt
Joan., Later on, in 1789, the Marquis de
Maleyssie built a special room for them
in the ChAteau du Vigean, This domuin

enemies these traitors of Bourguighons; | had very important feudal rights, the cer-

| tiflcates of whichfwere burned in the
publie square as soon as the Revolution
| broke out

“The letters fortunately escapod this
| first outbreak, and what is most surpris-
ing, all further disaster The Marquis,
his wife and two of his daughters wera

V/CTORIOUS RETURN OF JOAN OFARC 70 ORLEANS.

FROM THE PAINTING BY SHERREF

thone for uhom this ewentjul period O.f[

French history has s ecial chirm,

JOAN OF ARC'S LETTERS
BEY THE
LOMTESSE D OILLIAMSON
née I'rincesse de Polignac

My friend the Comte da Maleyss ie of
the Chateau of tha Reuvridre, who is a
collateral descendant of Joan of Arc,
had often spoken to me of certain letters
in his family archives purporting to be
by the very hand of the Warrior Maid

Having some doubts as to their anthen-
ticity. 1 made up my mind to accept the
Count’s kind invitation and to run down
to his country seat in the Department
de 'Orne. Thus it was that | found my-
self one morning in his library ready to
discuss the subject with him and look
through the documents which he had
spread on the table for my bhenefit.
Lverything there is to say seems to have
von wlready said about Joan of Arc;
\natole France on the one hand, Gabriel
Hanotaux on the other, have written her
ife, and their views differ greatly, but
the aquestion of the letters and their rig-
nature has not been cleared up until now,
It has been impossible to ascertain
whether Joan could sign her name or
not, and the fact that she could do so!
would throw a new light upon the last
five days of her life,

My visit. was therefore a most interest-
ing oneand I arrived armed with strong
arcuments against Joan's knowledge of
handwriting. 1 eagerly looked through
the papers and manuscriptsa which had
been placed before my eyes and | was
#onn convineed that Joan's father was no
Vulgar peasant, but a notability in his
village, The historian luce states that
*hw figured in the first rank among the |
leading men of Domremy. He is men-
tioned in a charter dated Oetober .,
17 and is qualified as the Senior of his
Village * In ,those days the Senior
wis 1 charge of the taxes, such as they
were ot that time, and was supposed to
upply fellow citizens with bread,
wiie and other goods. It was also his
duty 10 verify the weights and meas- |
ures. He possessed forty acres of land, |
“ient of which were meadows and eight |
woods, these including the famous “Bois |
thesnu.® His income was 200€, A man
i that position, who was often chosen
i« attorney by his fellow citizens, evi- |
dently  possessed a certdin amount of |
education, These facts were laid before |
ma by the Count,

‘Do voun mean to infer from that,” |
nterrupted, “that he taught his chil-
dren to read and write at a time when
the most noble lords themselvea scarcely
aiew Low to sign their names?”

No: that is impossible to prove, 1
wil even go further and say that I do
! believe Joan could sign her name
When she started on her mission. When
Hiring three long weeks she was ques-
toned and examined at Poitiers as to the

erity of her mission she often gave |
cortain signs of irritation, and one day,
sieaking  to Peter of Versailles, she |
the wsentence which you

tod yosterday: I believe,' she “id.l
LAt vou have come to question me; 1|

' know an A from a B, but | have

“nt by the King of Heaven to

Trakup the siege of Orleans and take the |
King o0 be erowned at Reims.' Whm'
Wlibiessing John Etault: ‘Have you got |
taper and ink?' she added
“rcwrar 1 am going to dictate to you.'
'M:g f England, and you, Duke of Bed-

his

rononnees]

wr

“ho pretend to be Regent of the
!"-‘ kingdom; you, Williamm of La
’ Count of Suffolk, John, Sire of
l“‘ P and you. Thomas, Sire of Escale,
s

B uon you by order of the King of
% %4 Lo return to England * ¢ ¢

| court

during the months that followed her ar-
rival at Chinon learn anything bit the
us2 of waipoas and the custom; of ths
Bil it is most likely that shoe
learned to sign her .name, and pernaps
to read and to write, during the winter
of 1130, waen in the midst of the out-
break of intrigues which condemned her

to a painful inaction; for nineteen months
later, when she was asked and summoned
to answer which sign of her mission she

had shown to King Charles VIL. and if
she would not give that sign to the Arch-
bishop of Reims, the Sire of Baassac,
Charles of Bourbon, La Trémaille,

La Hire, she answered shrewdly: 'l will

consent to have a messanger sent to them,
mys»lfl write to

but on condition that I
explain this action which is brought
against me; otherwise it is useless "

“She may have meant t13" her seore-
tary would writa * * = [ coasider
this a very poor proof of Joan's knowl-
edge.”

“lI must ask vou to ba a
patient,” said the Count. “Alraady on
February 24 she had askel to have
the points on which she did not then
answer given to her in writing On the
first of March the assessor insisted upon

little more

her telling him if she had received a

letter from the Count of Armagnac asking
her which Pope he was to obey. She had
received it on August 22, 1420,
she was leaving Compidgne. Joan re-
plied: ‘It is true that the Count
wrote to me a letter on that subject; in
my answer [ told him that I would let him
kmow my opinion from Paris or from any
other place where I could find a spare
moment to do so. | was about to mount
my horse when I gave this answer.' Then
the Count's letter was read to her jas well
as her reply, and she ‘was asked whether
her answer to the Count was that con-
tained in the copy before the court.'
Joan declared that these were extracta
from her letter, some parts having been
omitted. She had further to explain
why wshe began some of her missives
with the words ‘Jhesus-Maria’ or with a
cross, but she said that it was not an
absolute habit of hers to do so. ‘'l some-
times start with a cross, and then it means
that my orders are not to be executed.’'
It seems indeed to have been a custom of
those days to begin a note with the
words ‘Jhesus-Maria.' Jacques de Bour-
bon’'s letter, which bas been found lately
at Vienna and in which we have a full
account of Charles VIl's coronation,
begins with these words,

“But Joan declared that if she some-
times used a cross to disown the contents
of her letters she never sigred with a
oross. | suppose you grasp the impor-
tance of this fact?" continued the Count,
“for it is clear that she used the same
stratagem when oross-examined at Rouen
and requested to sign her statement.
It explains the smile on her lips, that
smile that every witness refers to, The
whole scene was an infamous farce got
up by Bishop Cauchon, tha Cardinal of
Winchester, and all the others to mislead
contemporaries as well as posterity.

“Thus before burning Joan's body

they attempted to tarnish her soul and |

got up with diabolical art the ceremony
of' the retractation so as to make her dis-
own her divine mission and the help and
support which she had brought to King
Charles VII. The deception culminated
in Laurent Calot approaching her and
asking her to sign a paper which he held

‘Just | in his hand. Joan took it and ironically | could sling those trunks around, and in' player of a big bass horn, for instance,

traced an O upon it. Then when she waa

and

W
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| are
.| famous letter written from Moulins to the |, 1872, who gave me these particulats

Duke will send to our King three thousand
warriors with two months' pay.
“Written from Sully, March 28."

)
Q'BM"“E.
By the time | had read these letters
I was convinced, and I owned it frankly.
The Count smiled. “I expected no lesas
from your common sense,” he said. *“If

vou wish to publish in England these
letters which you have seen with your

j own eyes it will be a novelty, as they are

scarcely known even in France. There
two other letters from Joan. The

inhabitants of Riom on November, 9, 1429,
and signed ‘Jehanne.’

T&uﬁ«

“The signature of this letter has been
discussed in partioular by Anatole France,
who has tried to prove that Joan's hand
having been held once for all they took a

’ T OAN OF ARC —~ -

prised if 1 do not enter it so soon; as lnﬁ I gasped. Here was really one letter |

King'a honor and on condition that they in the handwriting of

Jean
do not play false to the royal blood, but “échevin® of Reims in 1625,

Rogier, |

BUILDING TRUNKS FOR

Prohably the biggest trunka ever built !mmkn aver huilt, but there are made to!
are four which were made to order about | order many trunks for many odd uses
& year ago by a New York manufacturer Theatrical trunks built to order are de-
and which were designed to carry aero- | signed to stand wear, and they do. Be-
planes J sides trunks for the theatrical profession I
| There were twoof these flying machines, r generally, thera are many special trunks [
| both monoplanes, and to carry them there | made to contain apparatus used in special
|were built four giant trunks; a trunk|acts by stage performers; and there are |
{ for each flying machine body, one trunk  built also trunks for travelling musicians,
|in which the four wings, each divided | for orchestra playera or for vaudeville
into two parts, were packed, and a fourth | performers }
trunk in which were stowed four pro-!  Perhaps the most extraordinary of all |
pellers | instrument  trunks is the harp trunk,
Fach of the body trunks is 36 feet long | which is not only of great sizs but also of
by about 4 inches square. The trunk | pecuiiar shape. Another big and re- |
| for the wings is 25 feet long and 12 markable trunk is that made for the |
| feet broad at one end and 9 feet broad | carrying of a bass viol. This trunk, Iike}
! at the other, while the trunk for the pro- | that for the harp, is made to conform to |
pellers is 9 feet long | the shape of the instrument. A bass viol
These tremendous trunks are finished | trunk is six and a half feet in length
outside in the usual fashion, canvas|Smailer trunks of the same style are made
covered with metallic trimmings. They | for cellos
are 8o strengthened and trussed as to  Many brass instruments are oarried
enable them to stand the strains to which | hy hand in specially made holders, but
they are likely to be subjected in use.  Of | brass instruments are also carried about
course no baggageman that ever lived | in trunks specially made for them. The

FLYI

THE FINAL, SCENE,
FROM THE PAINTING BY GABRIEL MAX.

(and you know it no doubt) that soma of

" : N Il !
those truces, they do not. satisfy me, and bearing Joan's signuture, and there was | the citizens have formed a lsague so ag |
I'do not know if I shall keep them. Should | also an inscripion to this letter. Tie | to betray their duty and admit the people | My family being the only one now con-
1 do so it will only be for the sake of the words “Jehanne la Pucelle” were tracad |of Burgundy into the town. But since | nected with Charles du Lys and the sole

h* King has been convineed to the con-

lwrary hecause yon have informed him | to M. de Viriville.
|

NG MACHINES

horn fits snugly and in which it rides
safely. There may be brass instrument

lll"llllkﬂ in which several horns of smaller

sizes may be securely stowed.

The xylophone player may have a
special trunk, The xylophone when
played rests on a table and the player
wants a table that in every way just
suits him. He is likely

and if he travels he has a trunk into which
the dismounted table and the instrument
can be safely paoked.

There are vaudeville players who
play perhaps hall a dozen instruments
of widely diverse character and who may
have a trunk built to contain them all.
The violin player may have constructed
in his travelling trunk a special com-
partment for his violin.

Too Much.

From the Cleveland Plavn Dealey

A local author, whose name we are loath
to print, was called upon by a friend one
day early this week, ¥

“I am going on & long Jjourney by train,
he sald, “and | kpow vou have a dandy
bibrary, and | want something to read en
route. What hay e you to lend me:

“I hate to boast, but 1 have an awfully

y o 1 5 i i i funny one. MHere s my latest hook, |
\ fact the t“‘d) trunks can't be "',”" {io llm .tn I'Y have a trunk IPN!H?L‘IH")? hl.!'ll' for “i | won't make yvou give it bacs if you'll ad-
summoned to sign tae famous 't'q..g,'lnrdlnqry side door car and have to be This would be a4 hig trunk in shape and lw“w. it i
The proportions of a  conventlonul trunk| “Hut how can I do that

and declared that it must first be exam-  transported in end door freight cars

ined by the clerk to know if she was to
sign it or not Master Guillaume Erard |

N M |
trunks have bheen at least once to the type, but inside there is formed a padded |

Pacific coast and so far under the stress and plush lined deep pockat, shaped overy- |

said to her, ‘Sign at onee and you shall | of handling and travel they have stood where perfectly to fit the instrument

be released.’ On that condition she traced
& cross oo the paper, reading 'Et sub hao

up well in all ite varying dimensions, including

Very likely these are the only aeroplane | the big Lell, a pocket into which the bigl on terms yuoted.’

“Head 1t on the train where people can

| see you, nnd laugh heartly every fow min

Hles
Lhe book was aceepted, bt a few days
ater the author received this telegram
Hetnrn book herewit.  Don't waut it

|it.
i i# the facsimile of* the Riom letter, No-

seal of it and stamped all her letters with
It is an absurd suggestion. Here

vember 9, 1420, and here is the facsimile
of the letter dated March 168, 1430. You

may easily see the difference. The'J' has |
| neither just the same shape nor the same
The first is written in a sort |

direction
of inexperienced hand; the ‘n’ is soribbled;
the second, written four months later,
is in a much firmer handwriting, but still
| the letters have the same shape and char-
| acter.

| *It was in 1855 that Valet de Viriville
| discovered in the Peirse MS. at Carpen-
tras the short tract which Charles du Lys
had written on the family of the Pucelle.

| possessor of these documents, I wrote

Like yourself, he came
to see them, and 1 remember his exclaim-

acoused of having encouraged the plot
of Luxembourg. Everything that had
' belonged to Joan disappeared, sword,
! banner, tapestry, everything vxcept thess
 three letters.

“The Marquis, my great-grandfather,
had four sons, who all emigrated. His
| eldest daughter, the Marchioness da
| Goulaine, was the only one to remain in
France. She had the will and courage
| of aman, She fled from Brittany to Poitou
to defend the family interests, and it i®
owing to her that Joan of Arc's letters
were saved. Finding it too great a risk
to carry them away with her, she con-
| fided them to the earth, digging a deep
| hole in which she hid them. It was my
own father, who was born in 18504 and died

He had them from his aunt, the Mar-
chioness de Goulaine herself, and he~
brother, Gen. de Maleyssie. The |etters
‘and archives of Charles du Lys are
| the property of my nephew, the Mar-
Iquil\\ de Maleissye, and are kept near
| Chartres at the Chateau d'Houville. They
have been confided to me because | wished
to make a special study of them for the
benefit of the public.”

“How can I sufficient ly thank you for
this conversation and these proofs?®
said I enthusiastically. “You will, 1
hope, allow me to publish every sentence
of what you have told me in one of our
magazines?”

“Not only do I allow you, but 1 wish
| you to do 80," answered the Count,

“l must then write down a few notes
of what you have told me," I said.

*Do not trouble to do that,” replied my
amiable host., “l have written a4 pam-
phlet on the subject of these letters. Ycu
| will, I hope, accept a copy, and with the
help it affords you will write yourarticle,.”

NoTE.—The letters in the possession
of the Count de Maleyssio are universally
recognized as perfectly authentic, As
' to Joan's signature, it is not printed witn
a stamp, but written by her own hand.

It is impossible, howaver, to be certain
| that she did nor write, in the Seottish
formula, “with her hand at the pen”; that
' is with her hand held and guided by some
clerk. Again, she may have learned to

ing: ‘It is admirable, marvellous; these |copy the letters of her name like lem
are really Joan of Arc's letters!' And he | of Satchells, about 1680, who “can write
added: 'Leave these letters carefully none excepl _!hn let!ara of my name”
where they are; do not expose them to and had to dictate his verse “History of

to have a table |
| with folding legs or with detachable legs, | tion? Charles du Lys, as 1 told you,

{ the light; let them stay with Charles du
Lys's papers.'”

“But how camé you to possess them?”
I asked eagerly

“Well, now that you are convinced I
will give you satisfaction. 1 suppose
you understand why I insisted on your
seeing the proofs before hearing their
history, which we only know by tradi-

obtained these letters from the town of
Reims. (King Charles VII, gave to
Joan's brother the name of Du Lys, and the
fleursde lys of France; also the right to all
his descendants to bear as thair grest a
figure of the Pucelle, white robed, carrying
in her right hand a golden crown sup-
ported by a sword and in her left the white
banner with the golden lilies and the
head of an angel presenting a lily to God
carried by the Virgin, His mother, and the
words 'La Pucelle.’) He also collected a
sword, a banner and a tapestry of his
great-aunt Joan. About the year 1505
he married Catherine de Cailly, who be-
longed to an Orléanese family and whose
ancestor had had the honor of receiving
Joan in his manor. His daughter, Fran-
¢aine, married Louis de Quatrehommes;
| Marie de Quatrehommes married Achille
de Barentin; they were the parents of
eloven children, all of whom died without
any posterity with the exception of Anne,
who married in 1884 Jacques de Gardieu,
luuquu de Maleyssie and Melleville, &

| the House of Scott" to schoolboys and
others.

|  As to Joan's abjuration, all depends
|on whether we prefer to believe the offi-
cial version, which is contemporary with
the event, or the evidence of the five ey--
witnessess taken twenty-five years later
at the trial of rehabilitation. The offi-
cial account says that a long abjura-
tion was read aloud to her in Fronea
and that she repeated the Wworda
after the reader and signed the pape..
Then follow *“Jehanne” and a cross;
whether or not the cross be her mar'.
After “Jehanne” written by the clerk
who wrote oui the abjuration, some &x
words.

Five witnesses twenty-five year later
say that thedocument which she repested
was very short, “no longer than a pateca
noster,” and that she made a marx, &
oross or a circle; one of these witnesses
had the short document in his hand,

Such, briefly put, is the evidence. The
whole scene was tumultuous, the English
being furious that Joan was allowed to
save her life by abjuring. Either the five
witnesses perjured themselves or the
people and the Bishop of Boauvais forced
Joan to acquiesce in a short form of abju-
ration, to what effect we cannot know,
and published a long and abject confes-
sion which she did pot have read aloud
to her and did not sigu in any chape of

way.




